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The size and level of (dis)agreement in political discussion networks of 
citizens – both their descriptive characteristics and their political 
correlates – has been an emphasis of research in political 
communication for decades. However, cross-national data on these 
concepts has been in short supply, especially with regard to the network 
size concept. We address this lacuna in our presentation using recent 
data – between 2012 and 2018 – from the Comparative National 
Elections Project. The CNEP data include election surveys in Asia (Hong 
Kong, Taiwan), the Americas (the U.S., Colombia, and Chile), Europe 
(Great Britain, France, Germany, and Turkey), and Africa (Kenya, South 
Africa).
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Handbook of Political Communication, The SAGE Handbook of Public 
Opinion Research, The SAGE Sourcebook of Advanced Data Analysis 
Methods for Communication Research, and The Sourcebook for Political 
Communication Research. His academic achievements were recently 
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recognized by the International Communication Association, which in 
May 2018 named him an ICA Fellow. Eveland has also received ICA’s 
Young Scholar Award (2003) and the Association for Education in 
Journalism & Mass Communication’s Krieghbaum Under-40 Award 
(2007).

Eveland’s research focuses on the role of political communication in 
developing informed and participatory citizens of democracy. Although 
his early research focused on the effects of news media use, more 
recently his work has highlighted the important role of the structure and 
content of political discussion networks. In doing so, he has employed 
methods ranging from whole network data, national sample surveys, 
experimentation, and naturalistic observation. Much of Eveland’s 
scholarship in this area seeks to contribute to (a) more sophisticated 
concept explication and measurement of network characteristics, (b) an 
understanding of the sorts of communication content that flows through 
political networks; (c) an understanding of the implications of 
disagreement and difference (including political and racial difference) in 
discussion networks and their effects on political knowledge and 
engagement.
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